IN THE CLAIMS: 



1. (Amended) A mat fastener for connection to a floor 
mat of an autqmobile comprising: 

a. a male grommet made of a resin material; 

b. a female, grommet made of a resin material; 

\ 

c. the femal^ grommet having an outer txibe portion 
having opposite open ends and adapted to be 

\ 

inserted iiito a hole formed in the floor mat; 



the female grOTimet having a flange formed at an 
outer periphery of one of the ends of the outer 
t\ibe portion and being adapted to be in contact 
with one side surface of the mat, the outer tube 
portion pro j ecting^ axially beyond the flange of 
the female grommet >for insertion into the hole 
formed in the floor \Lat; 



the male grommet having^ an inner tiibe portion 
having opposite open ends and adapted to be 
inserted into the outer tube portion of the 
female grommet and a flange, formed at an outer 



periphery of one of the ends\of the inner t\ibe 
portion; 



re. fc 
idi^c 
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£• ti^e flange o£ the male grommet adapted to be In 

cohtact with another side surface of the mat; 
wherein: 

g. eachXof the outer and inner tube portions is 
provided with an engagement means for coupling 
the female and male grommets to each other so 
that, xroon engagement thereof, one of the 
flanges \of the grommets is adapted to be brought 
into contact with one of the side surfaces of 
the mat around the mat hole and the other flange 
of the grommets is adapted to be brought into 
contact wiuh the other side surface of the mat, 
whereby the \mat fastener is fastened to the mat 
with the mat \ sandwiched between the flanges; 

h. one of the flanges of the male and female 
grommets has a larger outside dimension than^ 
that of the other thereof; and 

i . each of the flanges, has an outer peripheral 
portion formed in a\curve shape to be directed 
toward the mat to airow each of the flanges to 
bite into the mat whem the male and female 
grommets are coupled toXeach other by the 
engagement means • \ 

(Amended) The mat fastener claimed in Claim 1 
wherein: \ 



a. tSbe flange of the female grommet Is formed in a 
ciircular plate of a predetermined diameter; 




b. the\ flange of the male grommet is formed in a 

cir<nilar plate of predetermined dicuneter smaller 
than\the diameter of the flange of the female 
grommet; 



\ 



c. the outer peripheral portion of the male grommet 

flange is formed in a curved shape to allow the 
male grommet flange to bite into the mat toward 
the female grommet flange; and 



d. the outer peripheral portion of the female 

grommet flange is formed in a curved shape to 
allow the female grommet flange to bite into. the 

mat toward the male grommet flange. 

\ 

3. (Amended) The mat fastener claimed in Claim 2 in 
combination witma floor mat, wherein: 



a. the floor mat includes an upper carpet layer and 
a lower rubber baseXlayer; 

b. the male grommet is drsposed on the side of the 
carpet layer of the floor mat; and 

c. the female grommet is disposed on the side of 
the base layer of the floor^at. 
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4. 



6. 



(Am nded) ^The combination claimed in Claim 3 wherein: 

a. the outeV peripheral portion of the female 

flange incSLudes a plurality of circximf erentially 
spaced protrusions formed thereon to extend 

layer . 



(Amended) 



e combination claimed in Claim 5 wherein: 




each of the^female and male grommets is 
integrally td^^ed of a resin material; and 



b. the resin materiaJSJias a low elastic modulus and 
is substantially det^rmable . 



Please add the following claims: 
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7. (New) Thesf^t fastener claimed in Claim 1, 
wherein a flange of oneVof the grommets has an annular 
concavity surrounding the\tube portion of that grommet. 

8. (New) The mat f as tene^ claimed in Claim 1, 
wherein the flange of each grommetS^as an annular concavity 
surrounding the tube portion of that Ngrommet • 
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9. (New) ^he mat fastener claimed In Claim 1, 
wherein one o£ the flanges has a plurality of protrusions 
to extend toward ohe mat. 

10. (New) The mat fastener claimed In Claim 1, 
wherein the flange of the female grommet has an annular 
concavity surrounding \the tube portion of the female 
grommet • 

11. (New) The mat \f astener claimed In Claim 10, 
wherein the flange of the yemale grommet has. a plurality of 
protrusions to extend toward the mat. 

12. (New) The mat fastener claimed In Claim 10, 
wherein the flange of the female grommet has a plurality of 
radial, clrcumf erentlally spacedNstlf f enlng ribs formed In 
the concavity between the t\ibe portion and the outer 
peripheral portion of the female grdpnmet. 



13. (New) The mat fastener claimed In Claim 12, 
wherein the stiffening ribs support a plurality of 
protrusions to bite into the mat toward the^ male gromm t 
flange. 
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14. (New) The mat fastener claimed In Claim 2, 
wherein the oiAter peripheral portion of the flange of the 
female grommet \has a plurality of circumf erentially spaced 
protrusions to c^ite into the mat toward the male grommet 
flange. 

15. (New) ik combination, a mat fastener and a floor 
mat with a hole therethrough for receiving the mat 
fastener, wherein the mat fastener comprises: 

a female grommeo having a flange engaging one side', of 
the mat and a tube porvtion projecting from the flange and 



inserted in the hole or^the mat, the flange having an 
annular concavity surrounding the tube portion and facing 
the mat; and 

a male groinmet havingXa flange engaging an opposite 
side of the mat and a tube portion projecting from the 
flange and inserted into the \:\ibe portion of the female 
grommet, and wherein: 

the grommets have engagement means for retaining the 
tube portion of the male grommet \p, the tube portion of the 
f emal e gr omme t , and 

a portion of the mat is receivec^ in the concavity of 
the female grommet. 
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16. (New) trhe combination o£ Claim 15, wherein the 
female grommet haa^ a plurality of protrusions that bite 
into the mat. 

17. (New) Th^ combination of Claim 15, wherein the 
flange of the male grommet has an annular concavity 
surroxinding the tube portion of the male grommet and facing 
the mat, and wherein tpe mat is sandwiched between the 
concavities of the gronunets. 




18. (New) The combination of Claim 15, wherein the 
flange of the female grommet has a plurality of radial, 
circumf erentially spaced stiffening ribs formed in the 
concavity between the txibe \>ortion and an outer peripheral 
portion of the flange of theXfemale grommet. 



19. (New) The combination of Claim 18, wherein the 
stiffening ribs support a pluramty of protrusions that 
bite into the mat toward the ma le\ grommet flange. 

20. (New) The combination of\ Claim 18, wherein the 
outer peripheral portion of the flanqe of the female 
grommet has a plurality of circumf erentially spaced 
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